SOUTH BAY WORKFORCE

INVESTMENT BOARD

Visit our website - www.sbwib.org
Dear partner,
Welcome to the "South Bay Workforce Newsletter," the electronic newsletter of
the South Bay Workforce Investment Board (SBWIB). This information-packed
eNewsletter will bring you up to date on happenings within our organization,
including upcoming virtual events, encouraging stories of success and
achievements throughout the South Bay area.
We encourage you to visit our social media outlets for additional resources, which
may be found at the end of this newsletter.
Sincerely,
Jan Vogel
Executive Director
SBWIB

Annual Report 2020-2021
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the SBWIB
we are proud to present this 2020-2021 Annual
Report highlighting the accomplishments and
extraordinary challenges the SBWIB faced and
overcame during the pandemic to continue
providing essential services and support to our
community partners, businesses and individuals
seeking training and employment opportunities.
View the Annual Report here

SBWIB's 26th Annual Awards Ceremony

Thank you to all of our partners, local, state, national academic and funding
partners, the business community and other friends of the SBWIB.
Thank you for your continued support and help to make a difference in the lives of
so many and a special thank you to all the SBWIB staff for their help and support
throughout the year.
Proceeds from donations support our youth programs and teen centers. In this
newsletter we acknowledge our Sponsors, click on the image to view their ad.
We also encourage you to watch the recap video created by Leuzinger High
School's Multimedia Careers Academy for their production, thank you and to
Lawndale High School's Commercial Music Pathway students for welcoming
guests with live music entertainment.
Event Webpage
Press Release

26th Annual Awards Ceremony HCTV News

26th Annual Awards Ceremony Torrance

Coverage

CitiCABLE News Coverage

Thank You to Our Sponsors

American Rescue Plan
Enhanced Business Services
for City of Lomita
In partnership with the City of Lomita, the SBWIB is creating a new program to
offer enhanced services to businesses in the City of Lomita. The project is funded
by Lomita through a grant received from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
(ARAP).
The partnership includes the Lomita Chamber of Commerce and will be designed
to accelerate economic recovery for Lomita businesses. A menu of no-cost
enhanced services will be offered, including training options for business owners
and their employees along with wage subsidy programs and other forms of
assistance. Extensive outreach will be made to each business within the city to
promote the program and to share information about available services,
resources and a new façade improvement grant offered by the City to businesses
that is made possible with the ARPA funding.

An Important Message from the City of Lomita
Webinar
You are invited to a Business
Services and Assistance
Webinar about Job Creation
and Facade Improvement
forgivable loans.
When: Tuesday, March 8th
Time: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Location: Virtual event
RSVP to: info@sbwib.org or
visit https://bit.ly/3ryPCDk
Additionally, hear details about SBWIB’s no cost business services to help your
business grow and succeed.

SBWIB Partners with El Camino College and West Los
Angeles College to Prepare Job Seekers for Careers in
Information Technology
A new nontraditional apprenticeship earn and learn program called, IT-Flex is
being formed through a partnership with El Camino College, the South Bay
Workforce Investment Board (SBWIB) and West LA College. The new program
will generate a talent pipeline that supports the Information Technology (IT)
sector. Thanks to the awarding of a California Apprenticeship Initiative Grant of
$500,000 to El Camino College, the initial focus of IT-Flex will be to prepare
candidates for apprenticeship positions in programming, coding, software
development and information security analytics.
Read the press release here

Irvine Foundation Awards $250,000 Grant to SBWIB to Train
Low-Income Women, Women of color and Underserved
Populations for In-Demand Occupations
The Irvine Foundation has awarded a $250,000 grant
to the SBWIB to help fund a new program to identify
and train 50 low-income women, women of color and
other individuals with barriers to employment that
prevent them from gaining access to entry-level
positions in advanced manufacturing sectors of the
aerospace and bioscience industries.
Read the press release here

View the program flyer here

West Los Angeles College Students Graduate SBWIB's
Bio-Flex Pre-Apprenticeship Program
The SBWIB presented a virtual
graduation ceremony for West
Los Angeles College students in
their Biotech 001 class who
recently completed the Bio-Flex
Pre-Apprenticeship program.
Students ranged from
individuals just starting out on
their career path to those
looking to change careers into
bioscience.
Read the press release here
Visit the SBWIB Aero-Flex Program site here

California Apprenticeship Initiative Grant with West LA
College will Train Underserved Populations for Critical
Healthcare Occupations
A innovative Healthcare apprenticeship program will be created to provide
opportunities to underserved individuals with employment barriers to gain training
and fill urgently needed positions including dental and nursing assistant
occupations in the greater South Bay area over the next two years. Thanks to the
awarding of a California Apprenticeship Initiative grant of $500,000 to West Los
Angeles College, a partnership will be formed that will include the SBWIB and El
Camino College.
Read the press release here

Freight Research Study
The SBWIB partnered with California State
University Dominguez Hills, San Jose State
University and the Mineta Transportation
Institute on a research study on the
competitiveness of California’s freight
system compared to other US regions.
Analysis of industry data and responses
from structured interviews with 30 freight
industry experts across 5 transportation
sectors suggests that California's freight
system is competitive for seaports, airports,
and freight rail; however, highways and
distribution centers have room for
improvement with respect to travel time
reliability and operation costs, and
California should prioritize infrastructure
investments here. Workforce Development
recommendations are also included for each sector provided by the SBWIB.
The full report is available here: Achieving Excellence for California’s Freight
System: Developing Competitiveness and Performance Metrics;
Incorporating Sustainability, Resilience, and Workforce Development.

Los Angeles Basin Regional Planning Unit
Prison to Employment Program
The Prison to Employment Program (P2E) is an initiative established to reduce
recidivism through increased rehabilitation by helping individuals overcome
barriers when exiting incarceration.
The P2E program provides resources such as direct services, supportive services
and employment opportunities to formerly incarcerated and justice involved
individuals reentering the workforce. The Prison to Employment Program (P2E)
initiative was also able to create and strengthen the linkages between the
workforce and reentry services in the state’s 14 labor regions.
In collaboration with seven Workforce Development Boards in the LA Basin
Region, the SBWIB was selected to lead the coordination of services. The P2E
program has designated “Reentry Hubs” throughout fifteen different America’s
Job Centers of California (AJCC) locations in the region. The SBWIB Inglewood
Comprehensive One Stop served as one of these hubs.
The Reentry Hubs provide program participants with pre-apprenticeships,
vocational training and subsidized employment opportunities to guide successful
pathways for this population.

The Los Angeles County Probation Team implemented the Automated Referral
System (ARS) P2E dashboard to create a referral system from probation and
parole to Reentry Hubs. This database helped solidify a tracking system for
delivered services and participant progress.
The Prison to Employment Program has successfully served over 1,724
participants, with over 1,200 P2E participants placed into subsidized and
unsubsidized employment, surpassing the targeted goal of serving 705
participants by 2022. And the SBWIB has placed over 900 participants in
unsubsidized employment.

Success Story - Meet Andrew Aguirre - Inglewood
Andrew Aguirre was referred to the
South Bay One-Stop Business &
Career Center after serving a nearly
22-year state prison sentence. As a
parolee, he faced many challenges,
including working a variety of lowpaying daylaborer jobs.
Through the Prison to Employment
program, his career counselor helped
him focus on a career in the
construction industry and acquire
construction tools.
A construction superintendent at one of his assignments noticed his hard work
ethic and diligence and offered him a position as a Level II Construction Worker at
a wage of $59.18/hr. Today Andrew is proud to help construct 73 affordable
housing units at the Las Flores housing project.

SBWIB Aero-Flex Pre-Apprenticeship Program Graduates
Hawthorne High School
Hawthorne High School of Manufacturing & Engineering students partook in the
SBWIB's Aero-Flex Pre-Apprenticeship Program during their summer.
Watch the videos below to view students' share their experience in the program.
Visit www.sbwib.org/aero-flex for more on the SBWIB Aero-Flex program.

Aero-Flex Pre-Apprenticeship Graduates

Abdiel Elias

Irvin Nguyen

Abril Zapata

Pablo Ruiz

Mathew Rodriguez

Success Story - Meet Jamie Thibault

- El Segundo

“Thank you so much for the opportunity to
do this program!”
Read Jamie's story here

SBWIB Customer Service Training for
City of Hawthorne and City of Gardena
Over 95 employees from the City of
Hawthorne and 5 employees from the City of
Gardena have completed the SBWIB’s
customer service training. The training utilizes
the SBWIB’s successful Blueprint for
Workplace Success model and is available to
South Bay municipalities for employee training
at no cost for one year. The class is entirely
online, self-paced, interactive, available in English and Spanish, and includes a
pre- and post-assessment and comprehension quiz for each module.
Please contact the SBWIB at (310) 970-7700 for additional information.

Success Story - Meet Madison Box

- City of Lomita

“Take the opportunity! You will not find
another program with individuals who care
about your future as much as the South
Bay One-Stop Center. I have met many
caring and inspiring adults and mentors
during this process, and I couldn’t be more
grateful for my experiences. During the
pandemic, I was still given the utmost
support regardless of the circumstances.”
Read Madison's story here

Dental Assistant Training

Through a grant from the California Workforce Development Board, the SBIWB is
actively recruiting for ambulatory nurses to enroll in a Specialty Nursing
Apprenticeship program in partnership with HASC and HealthImpact, and
recruiting participants for CNA training. The SBWIB also recruited participants for
a condensed 12-week dental assistant training in partnership with the California
Dental Association.

Success Story - Meet Dylan Rock

- Redondo Beach

“I would encourage others to explore and
take advantage of the great opportunities
that the One-Stop has to offer. Whether it
be finding a career path, finding a job, help
with a resume, the One-Stop has many
tools at their disposal to help with a variety
of different needs.”
Read Dylan's story here

Regional Allied Health Project
with West LA College, SBWIB and
12 Community Colleges
The SBWIB is part of a two-year project with West LA College and 12 other
community colleges to do sector-based work in allied health to increase
enrollment, completion and living wage attainment for community college students
amongst the 13 participating colleges. The group meets once a month to discuss
training on a regional level to meet the local workforce needs.
Read the press release here

Success Story - Meet Raluca MacTavish

- Manhattan Beach

“Anything is possible with hard work and
determination but sometimes you do need
additional help. Here is where the support
provided by amazing organizations like the
South Bay WIB and the wonderful people
who run it came into play. Accept the help

and always plan to give back in some way
when you can!”
Read Raluca's story here

Employment Training Panel (ETP) Funding
The California Employment Training Panel (ETP) has awarded a $590,780 grant
to the South Bay Workforce Investment Board (SBWIB) to continue a program
that provides cost reimbursements to employers for training to upskill their
workforce. The program will assist companies in the Manufacturing, IT, Logistics
and healthcare sectors and will support employee training at multiple job sites
throughout California through November 2023.
Read the press release here

Success Story - Meet Wanda Jefferson

- City of Gardena

Ms. Jefferson remains employed, has
secured housing, and grateful for the
support received.
Read Wanda's story here

Job Openings & Job Fairs Webpage
It is our goal to provide essential workforce
services to support the public. With COVID-19,

many South Bay Employers are in immediate
hiring demand. The SBWIB has taken a number of
steps to ensure the public has access to the
resources they need.
We welcome you to view our South Bay Job
Openings & Job Fairs webpage.
Visit site here

Success Story - Meet Yuritzi Ayala

- City of Gardena

“Growing up I always struggled with
worrying about medical insurance and not
being able to get proper healthcare. I want
to pursue a career where I can support
patients who often struggle with finding
good healthcare in their community.”
Read Yuritzi's story here

SBWIB YouthBuild
Empower Yourself and Build A Stronger
Community! Anyone between the ages of
16 and 24 years old interested in
obtaining their high school diploma,
prepare for college, and wants to receive
leadership skills and job training, contact
the SBWIB YouthBuild Program today!
Receive:
Job readiness and training in
construction
College readiness skills
Leadership development/life skills
training
You may be eligible for an AmeriCorps
Educational Scholarship of up to $1,638.
For more information and to register contact may be found below.

View flyer here

26th Annual Awards Ceremony Sponsorship Ads

Connect with Us!
For the latest information and events taking place in the South Bay Area, be sure to check us
out on social media at the following outlets:
LinkedIn:
Twitter:
Facebook:

South Bay Workforce Investment Board, South Bay 1-Stop
@SouthBayWIB, @SouthBayJobsCA, @SBWIBYB
South Bay Workforce Investment Board - SBWIB , South Bay Jobs,
Gardena One-Stop, Carson One-Stop, Hawthorne Teen Center,
Inglewood Teen Center, SBWIB YouthBuild

Pinterest:
Instagram:

YouTube:

SouthBayWIB
SouthBayWIB, Inglewood Teen Center, Hawthorne Teen Center,
SBWIB YouthBuild
South Bay Workforce Investment Board

For more information and resources, be sure to visit
SBWIB.org | SouthBay1Stop.org | SouthBayBusiness.org | SouthBayYouth.org
SouthBayJobs.org

Connect with us





